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Connecticut Women’s Health:  

A Blueprint For The Future 
Summary Bill 

 
 
PREVENTION & GENDER COMPETENT SERVICES 
 
Environmental Causes And Mapping Of Breast Cancer  
 

 Provide funding to the state Department of Public Health for the 
purpose of mapping the incidence of breast cancer to determine 
whether there are any “clusters” in CT that might indicate 
environmental causes of the disease. 

 
Osteoporosis Early Detection And Treatment Referral 
Program 
 

 Require the state Department of Public Health to establish an 
osteoporosis prevention, early detection and treatment referral 
program to promote prevention, screening detection and treatment 
of osteoporosis among unserved or underserved populations, to 
educate the public regarding osteoporosis and the benefits of 
prevention and early detection and to provide counseling and 
referral services for treatment. 

 
Nutrition Counseling And Therapy 
 

 Require insurers to provide coverage for medically necessary 
Medical Nutrition Therapy authorized by a physician for 
conditions including, but not limited to: hypertension, 
hypercholesterolemia, hypertriglyceridemia, obesity, morbid 
obesity, eating disorders, inflammatory bowel disease, gastro-
esophageal reflux disease, chronic renal insufficiency, cancer, HIV, 
unexplained weight loss, malnutrition, malabsorption, prenatal 
nutrition care, enteral nutrition support and parenteral nutrition 
support. 
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School Nutrition to Prevent Osteoporosis, Obesity and Other Diseases 
 

 Require all schools to adhere to state regulations regarding the sale of “extra foods,” defined as tea, coffee, soft 
drinks and candy, in vending machines. 

 
 Require the state Department of Education to create stronger enforcement mechanisms for existing regulations 

that require schools to shut off vending machines, containing “extra foods,”  
 
 
Gender Competent Behavioral Health Treatment And Services 
 

 Require all state funded behavioral health programs to provide gender competent treatment and services to meet 
the complex needs of women with behavioral health problems. 

 
 
Improving The Response System For Sexual Assault Victims 
 

 Provide funding for five (5) regional Sexual Assault Response Team Coordinators to establish Sexual Assault 
Response Teams (SART) throughout the state. 

 
ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE 

 
Health Insurance Expansion  
 

 Require the state Department of Social Services to apply for a federal waiver to provide insurance coverage for 
(A) all parents up to 300% of the federal poverty level; (B) pregnant women up to 300% of the federal poverty for 
up to two years after a pregnancy; and (C) for family planning, including STD diagnosis and treatment, for adults 
up to 300% of the federal poverty level. 

 
 Require the state Comptroller to allow small business employers to obtain insurance coverage through the 

Municipal Employees Health Insurance Plan (MEHIP). 
 
 
Gynecological Services For Women With Disabilities  
 

 Provide women with disabilities equal assess to gynecological services by requiring the Department of Mental 
Retardation and hospitals to develop and submit policies and procedures to the state Department of Public 
Health regarding their gynecological services for women with disabilities that includes, but is not limited to, a 
medical review process of sedation procedures for routine examinations; a description of services and 
accommodations available, and procedures governing confidentiality and consent; the provision of hearing and 
speech interpretive services. 

 
 Require the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) to expand its requirement for yearly 

physicals to include mammography and pelvic examinations.  
 

 Provide funding for an education and awareness project for consumers and medical professionals, including but 
not limited to, educating consumers about medical procedures to ensure that consumers have an opportunity to 
consent to sedation prior to the actual exam; and educating medical professionals about less invasive alternative 
procedures and sensitivity to the needs of women with disabilities.  
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 Ensure that consumers have access to reasonably priced prescription drugs by establishing a state purchasing 
system that creates discounted prices for prescription drugs, and a review board to monitor prescription drug 
prices. 

 
 
Patients’ Right to Know  
 

 Protect all patients’ right to know about medical options and to make informed decisions regarding their health 
and medical care by ensuring that no hospital, health care clinic, health care provider, health maintenance 
organization, insurer, or other entity shall, by contract, bylaw or other means prohibit a physician or other health 
professional from discussing or recommending any medical treatment or medication that is medically accepted 
and a reasonable option for a patient’s condition or ongoing treatment, regardless of whether the treatment or 
medication is available at the location at which the patient is treated.  

 
 
Midwifery Care 

 Protect consumer access to professional, out-of-hospital maternity care services and increase the range of quality 
maternity care choices available to consumers. 

 
 

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY HEALTH 
 
Restore Health Services  
 

 Restore Medicaid, State Administered Medical Assistance (SAGA), and town General Assistance (GA) medical 
coverage to include eye care, optical hardware, optometry care, home health care, and services by psychologists, 
naturopaths, chiropractors, physical, occupational and speech therapists and podiatrists. 

 
 Restore SAGA non-emergency medical transportation. 

 
 
Expand Community Health Services For The Uninsured 
 

 Expand services at community health centers and school based health clinics to adequately serve the uninsured. 
 
 
Smoking Prevention And Cessation  
 

 Provide funding to the state Department of Social Services for the purpose of implementing its Medicaid state 
plan to provide smoking cessation services. 

 
 
Community Support Services For Elders And People With Disabilities 
 

 Comply with the U. S. Supreme Court ruling in Olmstead v. L. C., 119 S. Ct. 2176 (1999), by providing community 
support services for elders and people with disabilities and wish to live in the community.  

 
 

Prescription Drug Coverage 
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EDUCATION & AWARENESS 

 
Biennial Report On The Health Status Of Women 
 

 Provide funding for a biennial report to provide information regarding breast and ovarian cancer, domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and the link between smoking, weight loss and obesity, HIV/AIDS, depression, 
adolescent health, emergency contraception, and access to services by women with disabilities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


